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SUBJECT: BHASHANI HUNGER STRIKE 

1. LOCAL PRESS REPORTS THAT AT PUBLIC MEETING IN 
PALTAN MAID AN MAY 14, NAP/ B LEADER MAULANA 
BHASHANI ANNOUNCED HE WOULD BEGING HUNGER STRIKE 
TODAY IN SUPPORT HIS DEMANDS BDG ACT TO CONTROL 
SOARING FOOD AND CLOTHING PRICES, END POLITICAL 
REPRESSION, AND RESTORE CONDITIONS OF PERSONAL 
SAFETY IN COUNTRY. BHASHANI CRITICIZED BDG FOR 
ATTEMPTING SHIFT RESPONSIBILITY FOR FAILURES TO 
BUREAUCRACY. HE APPEALED TO FOLLOWERS TO LAUNCH 
PEACEFUL PROTEST MOVEMENT INCLUDING DAIILY HUNGER MARCHES. 

2. ALLEGING BDG USING COLLABORATORS ACT TO HARASS 
POLITICAL OPPOSITION, BHASHANI DEMANDED REPEAL OF 
ACT AND IMMEDIATE RELEASE ALL POLITICAL DETAINEES. 

TO XRB STORE PUBLIC ORDER, HE CALLED FOR BAN ON 
LAL BAHINE AND AWAMI VOLUNTEER CORPS. 
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3. BHASHANI AGAIN CALLED ON PM TO ACCOMPANY HIM 
TO CHINA TO OBTAIN RECOGNITION FROM BOTH CHINA AND 
PAKISTAN AS WELL AS TRADE/ AID. HE WARNED MUJIB NOT TO 
DEPEND TOO MUCH ON INDIA WHOSE " RULERS AND BIG CAPITALISTS" 
BHASHANI BLAMES FOR BANGLADESH ECONOMIC CRISIS. TO BHUTTO. 
HE APPEALED FOR REPATRIATION DETAINED BENGALEES 

AND RECOGNITION OF BANGLADESH. 

4. REFERRING TO MUSLIM BANGLA' S SLOGAN OF FREE 
BENGAL, BHASHANI STATED HE HAD LONG SUPPORTED 
INDEPENDENT BENGAL. 

5. COMMENT: BHASHANI' S POSITION AS PRINCIPAL 
OPPOSITION TO AL HAS BEEN ERODING RECENTLSUN AND 
HUNGER STRIKE- ORIGINALLY BILLED AS " FAST TO 
DEATH " - IS GRANSDTAND EFFORT RECOVER LOST 
GROUND. BHASHANI' S AMBIGUOUS REFERENCES TO SLOGAN 
OF MUSLIM BANGLA MOVEMENT SUGGESTS HE IS 
UNWILLING RISK LOSS LOF CONSERVATIVE MUSLIM SUPPORT 
THAT WOULD FOLLOW HIS UNEQUIVOCAL REIECTION OF 
ANTI- BD ELEMENTS. 

NEWBERRY 
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